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Linga and explained to them the import of the vedas
which only signified Lord Siva. He also explained that
pranava also emanated from the Lord and the Gayatri
from the pranava. The Lord ordained that the Vedas
should be four. From him also emananted the twenty
eight SSVAGAMAS. The Lord concluded saying that
worship of Lord Siva alone would confer all the earthly
benefits and Moksha. The Lord blessed the Rishis by
touching them and then merged with siva tinga form.

17. THE GOD AS VENDOR OF GEMS

Veera Pandya had several concubines. He had
several sons through them but his queen did not bear
him any child. Therefore, he and his queen prayed to
Lord Somasundareswara and observed several vratas.

At last, the queen gave birth   to a son. When
the prince was a child, Veera Pandya vuas killed by a
tiger while   hunting. The illegitimate SMS of Veera
Pandya took this opportunity to pilfer valuable ornaments
from the treasury and also took possession of horses,
elephants and others. They also stole the king's crown
and ran away. The king's funeral obsequries were
performed by the minor son of the queen.

The ministers wanted to crown the prince but
they found to their dismay that the crown and priceless
gems were missing. They did not know what to do an(j
hence they took the prince to the temple of Lord
Somasundareswara for guidance. In front of the temple,
the Lord appeared before them in the guise of a Vendor
of gems. The ministers explained to the vendor the
requirements of gems for making a new arown for the